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| could not be prouder of Dr. Bronte and the
rest of the team at the Foundation for Sickle
Cell Disease Research for taking up this im-
portant work. | am proud to be an advocate for
those affected by Sickle Cell Disease and |
stand in solidarity with this community to edu-
cate, advocate, and ultimately eliminate Sickle
Cell.

——————

IN HONOR OF ABDUL KARIM
KABIA, SR.

HON. DONALD NORCROSS

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 8, 2016

Mr. NORCROSS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor the life of Mr. Abdul Karim Kabia, Sr.,
who was born in August of 1952 in Bo Sierra
Leone, West Africa to the late Mohamed
Ishmin and Fatmata Yailey Kabia.

Mr. Kabia graduated from Saint Andrews
secondary school in Bo Sierra Leone and at
18, his parents sent him to Europe to learn dif-
ferent languages and have new, exciting life
experiences. Mr. Kabia studied under a Mas-
ter Chef while in Spain and became a wonder-
ful cook. He could speak ltalian, German,
Spanish and several African dialects.

After moving to the United States of Amer-
ica, he received a degree in Human Services
through Camden County College and began a
thirty-four year career as a social worker at
the Camden County Board of Social Services
before he retired in 2014. During his time with
the Board of Social Services, he was an active
member of the Communication Workers of
America Local 1084 and became a passionate
political campaigner.

Upon moving to the United States of Amer-
ica in 1975, Mr. Kabia met Dorleen Chism and
they were married on Valentine’s Day in 1976.
Throughout their forty-year marriage, they had
two children, Fatinata Yailey Kabia and Abdul
Karim Kabia, Il. He was a proud grandfather
to Fyar Ishmirr Kabia.

In addition to his family, he was a mentor,
surrogate father and uncle to many individuals
who he encountered throughout his life’s jour-
ney, providing them advice and support and
showing them kindness and love.

Mr. Kabia was a devoted family man who
will be remembered fondly and deeply missed
by all who had the pleasure to have known
him. His always present smile and his soulful
laughter will be impossible to forget.

Mr. Speaker, Mr. Kabia was an inspiration
to his family and truly exemplifies the Amer-
ican Dream. | hope that you will all join me in
honoring his memory here today.

A CELEBRATION OF LIFE ANNIE
GRAY HICKS

HON. CORRINE BROWN

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, December 8, 2016

Ms. BROWN of Florida. Mr. Speaker, |
would like to include the following:

Annie Mae Hicks was born August 18, 1935
in Culpeper, Virginia to the late William
Festus Gray, Sr. and Laura Mae (Scott)
Gray. She was the eldest of 6 children, Wil-
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liam Jr. Regina, Claudine, Hattie and Lil-
lian.

Ann, as she preferred to be called, spent
her formative years on her parents’ farm
where they raised livestock and grew vegeta-
bles, The Gray family was a loving family
and her father believed in working hard. The
Gray children all had chores, but Ann had a
deep love for learning and would often be
found doing homework or reading a book.
Her siblings said she loved school so much
that if she missed a day she would cry.

At the young age of 16 she graduated from
George Washington Carver High School and
was offered a scholarship to Virginia Union
College. Ann decided to attend college in
Rochester, NY where she had a cousin named
Regina Alexander. She was accepted at
Brockport State College and worked as an el-
evator operator at a local department store
while she attended college. Her bus ride to
Brockport and back was an hour each way.

Soon after arriving in Rochester she joined
Mt. Olivet Baptist Church and she became
active in the young adult fellowship pro-
gram. It is there that she met a young man
named Harry A.D. Hicks. At the time, Harry
had already served in the Air Force and was
working on his Bachelor’s Degree at Roch-
ester Institute of Technology. During this
period, Harry learned about Ann’s gift of gab
and her ability to do homework at the same
time.

After graduating from Brockport State
with a degree in Elementary Education, Ann
became a teacher. But, she found that teach-
ing was not her calling. She later became a
Social Worker and worked for 28 years at
Monroe County Department of Social Serv-
ices, retiring in 1987. Ann worked hard and
took her job seriously. She knew that there
were individuals and families that needed to
be connected to critical resources in the
community.

As a Social Worker, she traveled all over
Monroe County meeting with families. In
November 1975 she was one of the initial 19
members of a class action law suit against
Monroe County Social Services for not hir-
ing and promoting minorities in supervisory
positions. Ann and countless others paved
the way for those that followed them to be
promoted into senior level positions.

After retiring, Ann and Doug, as she affec-
tionately called him, were able to travel to
Italy, France, and England They also en-
joyed traveling to Washington, DC and Flor-
ida to spend the winter with their daughter
and family. Ann and Doug enjoyed a mar-
riage 49% years.

Ann, surrounded by family left to be with
her beloved Doug on November 14, 2016, She
is survived by her sons Kevin and Keith
Hicks, Rochester, NY; her daughter Santhea
Hicks Brown; (Honorable Alvin Brown), Flor-
ida two grandsons, Joshua Andrew and Jor-
dan Latham Brown, her siblings William
Gray, jr. (Alice), Regina Grayson (Ed),
Claudine Cottom (Jim), Hattie Hicks (Don),
and Lillian Jones (Irving); nieces, nephews
and extended family, church family and
many friends.

Ann will be remembered as a loving wife,
mother, grandmother and a child of God.

———

HONORING USAID AND THE RE-
CONSTRUCTION OF HAITT'S NA-
TIONAL CAMPUS OF HEALTH
AND SCIENCES

HON. FREDERICA S. WILSON

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 8, 2016

Ms. WILSON of Florida. Mr. Speaker, from
the 24th District of the great state of Florida,

December 8, 2016

| rise to recognize the United States Agency
for International Development (USAID) and the
design-build team for their efforts to recon-
struct the National Campus of Health and
Sciences of Haiti.

As the proud Congressional Representative
for one of the largest populations of Haitian
Americans in the United States, | am deeply
concerned about the quality of life for Haitians
here and in Haiti. | am beaming with pride and
honored to commemorate the great works that
are being undertaken by USAID and others to
improve living conditions in Haiti.

The National Campus of Health and
Sciences of Haiti was developed by USAID as
a part of Haiti's recovery following the dev-
astating 2010 earthquake. The catastrophic
earthquake caused widespread death and de-
struction, and destroyed the original National
Medical University and National School of
Nursing where the majority of Haiti’s doctors
and nurses were trained.

The National Campus of Health and
Sciences was originally built in 1862. The loss
of the two important learning institutions had a
major impact on the delivery of medical care
in Haiti and their replacement was critical to
the country’s recovery. The new facility is set
to produce approximately 1,500 doctors,
nurses, pharmacists, and other health practi-
tioners over the next 10 years.

The collaboration, of the design-build team
was remarkable and worthy of recognition.
The team was led by Tseng Consulting Group,
under the leadership of George S. Tseng,
PhD, PE, and included Mr. Eric Accime, Mr.
Jene C. Thomas, Mission Director of USAID-
Haiti, Mr. Manish Kumar, PE, of USAID, Dr.
Jean-Claude Cadet, Dean of the National
Campus of Health and Sciences, and many
other USAID key personnel.

The reconstruction of the National Campus
of Health and Sciences was based upon the
best practices of design-build and delivery
techniques as developed and promoted by the
Design-Build Institute of America (DBIA). Jane
H. Hsiao, PhD, Dr. Tseng, and Mr. Accime
also provided significant financial contributions
to the National Campus for Health and
Sciences to ensure its long term maintenance
and sustainability.

Haiti has provided the world with learned
scholars, renowned and acclaimed artists, and
some of the most delectable cuisine. | am ex-
cited about the new contributions that Haitians
will be able to make to the world through the
reconstructed National Campus of Health and
Sciences.

Mr. Speaker, | urge you, my colleagues in
Congress, and all Americans to please join me
in recognizing USAID and the design-build
team for their commitment, dedication, and ex-
cellence in the reconstruction of the National
Campus of Health and Sciences of Haiti.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. JUDY CHU

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, December 8, 2016

Ms. JUDY CHU of California. Mr. Speaker,
on Monday, December 5, 2016, | was unable
to vote due to prior commitments. Had | been
present on the House floor, | would have
voted “aye” on roll call No. 601, final passage
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